
 

 

 

 

 

 

Sustainability Commission 
Meeting Minutes – January 9, 2023 

Online meeting - Google Meet 

 

Present: 

Joseph Collins 

Bryan Dunn, Co-Chair  

David Ruggiero, Co-Chair 

Sathvika Kommera, Norwood High School Representative 

Peter McFarland 

Heather Olins 

Sathvika Kommerra 

Heather Merhi-Mathews  

Kelsey Quinlan 

Nicole Shepherd 

 

Not Present:  

Himal Sharma 

Andrew Jones 

 

Other Attendees: 

Joseph Collins, Economic Development Director/Key Accounts Manager 

 

I. Opening 

Bryan Dunn called the meeting to order at 7:04 PM. 

 

II. New Business 

A. Composting Pilot 

Co-Chairman Dunn started by recapping the idea for the pilot and an update in the number of 

volunteers for the pilot. Heather Olins and Co-Chairman Dunn shared two documents - a letter 

that will go to volunteers and a data collection spreadsheet - for members’ input. The 

documents were sent to the group after the meeting for final suggestions, due by Friday 1/13. 

Next week, information will be sent to volunteers in order to collect data through the end of 

February. 

 

B. Specialized Opt-in Code, Town Meeting Approval 

Co-Chairman Ruggiero spoke about the code that would have to approved at town meeting, 

but will be a part of the new statewide initiatives for green towns. Discussion about putting 

together the impact of the code as well as informational sessions for the town was had. This 

will be discussed in the Energy subcommittee and reported back next meeting. 



 

 

 

C. Earth Day April 22, 2023 – Invest in Our Planet 

Co-Chairman Dunn brought to the attention of the committee that Earth Day will be April 

22nd this year and has a national title of “Invest in Our Planet”. He asked that subcommittees 

talk about what they may like to do/have at the town wide events. Discussion was had about 

possible giveaways and for a plan to update the town at these events about all that has been 

done in the sustainability realm with an eye to what’s coming (composting pilot, stretch code 

etc.). Sub-committees will talk in the next few weeks about anything else that pertains to their 

area. 

 

 

 

III. Subcommittee Reports – Summary of Activities, Goals for this Year 

 

A. Education & Outreach 

Co-Chairman Dunn stated that most of the work of this committee has been 

around the composting pilot. 

B. Energy 

Co-Chairman Ruggiero spoke and said a lot of this committee’s work has been 

around the stretch code. 

C. Public Health 

Peter McFarland gave an update saying that this group is gearing up for the 

second year of the farmer’s market and looking for new vendors and 

volunteers. 

D. Resiliency & Natural Resources 

Co-Chairman Ruggiero spoke of the interest in the Tree City initiatives as well 

as the exploration of solar and battery storage for the new middle school. 

These two things will be the focus of the group in the immediate future. 

 

E. Solid Waste 

Heather Olins gave an update on the plastic bag ban and some of the research 

she has been doing behind it. 

 

IV. Group discussion and topics not reasonably anticipated within 48 hours of the 

meeting 

Sathvika Kommera gave an update on the composting efforts at the high school as well as the 

call she and Heather Merhi had with the Center for Ecotechnology (CET) 

 

V. Next Meeting (Monday, 3/6/2023) 

It was decided the next meeting will be held on Monday, March 6th at 7pm. 

 

VI. Adjournment 

Peter McFarland made a motion to adjourn which was seconded by Heather Olins and 

unanimously agreed upon. The meeting ended at 7:58pm. 


